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All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights.  

 

 

 

Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(Universal Declaration of Human Rights) 
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On 20 February 1988 the people of Nagorno-Karabakh voted to 

join Soviet Armenia. It was an autonomous region in Soviet 

Azerbaijan,  and was 75% ethnic Armenian.  

 

This started a war between Armenia/Nagorno-Karabakh and 

Azerbaijan.  

 

On 2 September 1991, Nagorno-Karabakh declared independence. 

 

On 12 May 1994 a ceasefire was declared.     

 

20 years later, there is still no peace agreement.  

 

Azerbaijan continues to threaten war to “regain “ Nagorno-

Karabakh. The consequence will be that many Armenians in 

Nagorno-Karabakh will be killed, and the rest will be forced to 

leave their homes. 
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In 2014, nearly 40% of the population of Nagorno-Karabakh was 

made up of people born there since the ceasefire.  The significant 

majority of families have lived there for centuries. 

 

 

The 40% under the age of 21 years old have: 

 

• Never experienced war 

• Never lived under Azerbaijani control, and have never been 

Azerbaijani citizens. 

• Only known, and lived in, an independent Nagorno-Karabakh 

• Every right to live in Nagorno-Karabakh. 
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Conflict Resolution should be about securing the best possible 

future for the People, not about trying to restore a political 

 map which is no longer relevant.  

 

 

A future which forces the change of the status of these Children 

of Nagorno-Karabakh, and compromises their liberty, and 

security, is a breach of their Human Rights. 
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Everyone has the right to a nationality. 

 

 

No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his nationality nor denied the 

right  to change his nationality. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Universal Declaration of Human Rights) 
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Each year over 2000 children are born in Nagorno-Karabakh. 

 

Their families have modest aspirations for them. They want them to 

have a good education, be healthy, have a good job, enjoy life, and  

live in peace. 

 

Khndzristan is a small village near to Stepanakert. It lost 42 men in 

the war.  

 

The children of the villagers carry the legacy of the conflict with 

them.  These are the simple stories of 21 children who were born 

during 20 years of Peace but Live under the Threat of War. 
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1994 

Samvel Beglaryan  
 
Samvel’s Father was badly wounded during the war. Many of his internal organs were damaged. 
Although he is disabled he works at the local school as a gardener.  Samvel is studying physical 
education at Artsakh State University in Stepanakert and is currently in his second year. He enjoys 
playing volleyball and table tennis and hopes that a sports gym can be built in the village where he 
can play and train others. When he is not studying he occasionally helps out working on the land. 
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1995 

Karen Ghahriyan  
 
Like all men of his age, Karen has to spend 2 years in the Army. He was due to leave for his 
induction a few days after this interview. Although he sees it as his duty, his wish is to become a 
male nurse. Currently he is in the 2nd year of Medical College.  His mother is a Nurse in the village. 
Whilst he enjoys the technology of computer games, he also likes to spend time in the forest, 
helping the family with the important job of collecting and chopping firewood.  
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1996 

Zarine Musaelyan 
  
Zarine’s Father was wounded in 1994, in Gharband. As a result of this he can’t hear very well, and 
he has lost the sight in one of his eyes. When her brother was 12 years old, he found a bomb in the 
forest. He started playing with it when it exploded, he lost the lower part of his left arm and an eye. 
Zarine likes to help in the house, and in the garden, and take care of her Father and Brother. 
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1997 

Arevik Ghazaryan 
 
Arevik’s Grandmother was killed by a GRAD missile in September 1992, close to their village. Her 
Father was wounded during the war, and was disabled as a result. He is no longer able to work. Her 
Mother works at the school teaching Russian. One of her sisters is studying Russian philology at 
Artsakh State University . Arevik wants to go to University to study Communications and work for 
Karabakh Telecom. She particularly likes playing volleyball and table tennis. 
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1998 

Lusine Ohanyan  
 
Lusine moved from the nearby village of Hovseparan as the school only taught people up to the age 
of 15. She likes her new home in Khndzristan as the environment is more beautiful and her 
Grandmother lives here. She would like to become a physical education teacher but her parents 
don’t approve of her choice. Her favourite place in the village is by the spring where she meets her 
friends when collecting water for the family. 
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1999 

 Nare Sarukhanyan  
 
Nare wishes that the village had a church for her to go to. The original one was destroyed during the 
Soviet period and was converted into administrative buildings. She enjoys reading a lot and one of 
her favourites is the Armenian Folk epic – David of Sassoun. She hopes to go to University and 
become a Doctor. During the Second World War – the brother of her Grandfather was lost, and his 
body was never recovered. His fate has never been forgotten by the family. 
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2000 

Diana Hovhanisyan  
 
Diana’s Grandfather was killed by a GRAD missile attack in his garden on September 24 1992. Her 
Uncle was killed in action on May 6 1993 at Karaglukh in Askeran Region.  She enjoys playing 
volleyball with her friends in the village, and wants to go to University to study medicine. She looks 
forward to the day when she can go to church in the village. 
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2001 

Harutyun Yengibaryan  
 
Harutyun’s parents fled from Baku with their 2 children in December 1988 leaving all of their 
possessions behind and settled in the village. They had 3 more children in Artsakh, and Harutyun is 
the youngest of them all. He wants to become a football player, and would like there to be a park in 
the village, with a fairground where he can meet and play with his friends. 
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2002 

Aren Gabrielyan  
 
Aren’s Father is one of 11 children. The rest of the family are now in Turkemenistan. His Father is an 
officer in the NKR Army. He enjoys playing football with his friends in the village and likes watching 
the English Premier League games. He hopes that one day they will have enough money to repair 
the house which will then protect them from the winter. 
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Alina Grigoryan  
 
Alina’s Uncle was killed by an air bomb in 1992 when he was 10 years old. His mother was so 
distraught with his death that she became very sick and died. Alina’s Mother is the head of the 
village kindergarten. Alina enjoys dancing and would like to see a local school that will help her 
develop this interest. She likes to play and work on her computer and keep in touch with friends. 

2003 
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2004 

Artyom Gabrielyan  
 
Artyom’s Father is one of 11 children. The rest of the family are now in Turkemenistan. His Father is 
an officer in the NKR Army. Artyom enjoys looking after the new puppies that the family has. He 
hopes eventually to become a Doctor, and looks forward to the day when the roads in the village 
are much better. 
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2005 

Ruslan Petrosyan  
 
Ruslan’s Father is a refugee from Baku and fought during the war. His Grandfather was the principal 
accountant in the village. He is one of 5 sons, and like many Armenians he is good at playing chess. 
Recently he was the winner in his age group of a chess competition for the Askeran region.  He also 
enjoys learning to speak English. 
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2006 

Maria Petrosyan  
 
Maria’s Father was just old enough to serve in the Army during the war. He was 16 when he joined 
up as a volunteer.  During those times  he saw many things which he has never forgotten. Maria is 
very active in her education and particularly enjoys dancing and playing chess. When she sees a 
piano she will always take the opportunity to sit and play and entertain her audience. 
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2007 

Aren Avanesyan  
 
Aren’s Grandfather was the driver of the village bus for over 30 years, and his Father teaches 
geography and history in the local school. Aren likes looking after the pet rabbit, as well as taking 
care of the chickens and other animals they have. In addition to riding his bike around the bumpy 
roads, he also enjoys spending time in their small inflatable pool on a hot sunny day. 
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2008 

Zhirayr Danielyan  
 
On August 7 1996, Zhirayr’s Uncle was holding position at the front-line, 2 years after the cease-fire 
agreement. He was hit by an Azerbaijani sniper and killed. This was devastating for the family. 
When Zhirayr was born he took his Uncle’s name in his memory.  Zhirayr enjoys spending his days 
playing on his bike in their back-garden. 
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2009 

Arman Avenesyan  
 
Two of Arman’s four Uncles were killed in the Martakert region on March 26 1992. In one day, the 
family was devastated. Arman has three brothers, and he would like to be a Policeman when he 
gets older. His Mother is frustrated because the village does not have a park for the children to play 
in, the roads are poor, and there is no church for them to attend. 
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2010 

Vladimir Ghulyan 
 
Vladimir’s Grandfather was the first person to be killed in the village in 1991. He was an ordinary 
man helping to protect his family and his new-born baby daughter, who is Vladimir’s Mother.  
Vladimir’s Father is an officer in the NKR Army and spends a lot of time away from home. Vladimir 
is known as Vovchik by his family, and he spends most of his time in their company and with his 
cousins and likes to play with his friends in the yard outside their home. 
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2011 

Karen Baghryan  
 
Karen’s Grandmother is the Head of the Village school, and his Grandfather is a Commander in the 
Army. His Father runs a café. Karen is very content to play in the garden with his favourite red car. 
He has many ideas for a job when he is older either a butcher, doctor or a soldier.  
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2012 

Arthur Avanesyan 
 
Arthur’s Grandfather is the Head of the Village, and he is fortunate to be brought up in a large 
house, surrounded by the family.  They have high aspirations for him, and would like him to become 
a lawyer. Now his time is spent playing in the garden and being the centre of everyone’s attention.
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2013 

Daniel Petrosyan 
 
Daniel’s Mother was a young girl during the war and experienced being attacked by Azerbaijani 
bombs in the village as well as in Stepanakert. Her best friend was killed by a GRAD missile. She was 
injured by shrapnel from an explosion. Her wish is that her son never has to experience what she 
did and that he can grow up and live a normal and peaceful life. She wants him to become future 
president of NKR. 

Russell Pollard www.Artsakh.Org.uk 



2014 

Karine Aghadjanyan   
 
Karine’s mother was born as the war began to escalate in 1991. After graduating at Artsakh State 
University in Finance, she married her husband who is an Army Officer. Her Grandfather works at 
the Gold mine at Drmbon, and her Grandmother is a librarian. Karine’s mother has high 
expectations for her, and would like her to become a Doctor. Karine was born within a few days of 
the 20th Anniversary of the ceasefire. 
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The Children of Nagorno-Karabakh have a simple Human Right to 

live where they were born with the security and protection of their 

families. 

 

    In Peace 

 

 

They have the right to be part of a recognised State and to be part of 

the world community of Nations. 

 

 

 

They have a right to live their Life in Peace, and not to live under the 

Threat of War. 
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